CHAPTER TWELVE
GOMITE D3 ACTION MAROCAINE
FEZ, a sacred city,, an imperial city, and the Moslem
capital of the north, was founded in A D 808 by
Mulai Idriss II, whose father, a descendant of the
Prophet, had established the Moslem kingdom The
city is divided into two parts; that of Fez el Bah, and
that of Fez Djedid founded in AD 1276 by Abou
Youssef Yakoub al Manzor They are connected by
the beautiful gardens of Bou Jeloud, where the Fasis
love to walk during the cool of the evening beside the
swift-running waters that go dancing down into the
valley below.
Situated in a hollow, where m addition to the rivers
Fez and El Zitoun there are abundant springs of water,
the summer heat becomes intense so that the Europeans
in the mile notwellet which is situated on high ground
several kilometres away, retire whenever possible to
the sea coast
Walls of great strength, pierced at intervals by gates,
surround Fez el Bali, and the traveller, once he has
passed this barrier, finds himself in another world, that
eastern world with which we are familiar through the
immortal pages of the Arabian Nights Nothing seems
to have changed in that old grey city since the days of
Mulai Idriss, and even the coming of the French has
not altered to any extent the lives of the inhabitants.
From Bou Jeloud two narrow streets or talaas, which
are flanked on each side by shops, lead down to the
mosque of Mulai Idriss, where the saintly founder of
Fez lies buried. A place of pilgrimage this for many of
176